SHANNON IMPROVEMENT WORKS (IRELAND). 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 2 May 1861 \—ffor, 



COPIES “ of all Memorials and Letters addressed to the Irish Govern- 
ment, the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, and the 
Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland , by Proprietors of Lands 
adjacent to the River Shannon, in the Counties of Galway, King's, 
Roscommon, and Westmeath , complaining of Inundations caused by 
Imperfect or Injudicious Works : 

“ And, of all Correspondence between those Departments in reference to 
such Representations, and of all Answers to the several Complaints 
respectively, during the Ten Years ended the 31st day of March 1861.” 



Office of Public Works, Dublin, 
11 May 1861. 



} 



E. HORNSBY, 

Secretary. 



Mr. Gilbert Hogg to the Secretary of the Commissioners of Public Works. 

Cartron, Drumsna, 21 December 1852. 

1 beg* to apprise you, for the information of the Board, that the Jamestown 
Canal is almost overflowing its banks, and, I think, in great danger of again 
bursting, if the flood-gates are not immediately used. After the severe losses I 
have annually suffered for some years past, it is not to be wondered at I should 
be apprehensive, and I trust that the necessary attention will he now paid to this 

communication. . , _ 

(signed) Gilbert Hogg. 



Mr. John V. Crawford to the Commissioners of Public Works. 

Gentlemen, Newtown Forbes, 21 December 1852. 

May I take the liberty to suggest to you the propriety of your giving orders to 
your lock-keeper at Ruskey Tarmon, and so on to Limerick, to raise the sluices 
to take the overflow off. Yesterday I went the Roscommon side of the river, 
from Drumsna to Tarmon, and saw many gardens covered with water, which 
could not be got at without a boat, the cabbage nearly covered, and the clamps 
of turf. Hoping you will pardon the liberty. 

(signed) John V. Crawford. 
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Colonel F. Dunne, m.f., to the Secretary of the Lords Commissioners 
of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

„. Brittas, 18 September 1853. 

I enclose a memorial from the inhabitants of the town of Banasher and 
its vicinity, which was sent to me by Mr. O. Moore whose letter I annex. 
I also enclose a copy of the memorial presented to the Lord Lieutenant, which, 
on my motion, was ordered to he printed by the House of Commons. 

Since I had the honour of speaking to you on this subject, I have been at 
Banasher and made further inquiries, and feel still more convinced of its 
importance ; nor can I see any other remedy than the deepening the sill of the 
lock at Meelick, by at least 18 inches ; this view can he tested by any competent 
engineers, to whom yon will probably refer the subject, and I hope speedily, as 
the winter floods will renew the injuries complamed of. 

(signed) F. Dunne. 



My dear Dunne, Banagher, 15 September 1853. 

In June 1852, I forwarded a memorial to the Irish Government, signed most 
numerously by the landed proprietors, whose properties have been seriously 
injured by the works on the River Shannon, intended as improvements ; no 
notice having been taken of our application, I have to request you will kindly 
transmit the accompanying memorial to the Lords of the Treasury, and that 
yon will continue to give the matter your earnest attention in the next 
Session. 



Believe me, &c. 

To Colonel F. Dunne, m. p. (signed) G . O. Moore , d. l. 



To the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury, &c. &c. &c. 

Respectfully sheweth, , . 

That in the month of June 1852, a certain memorial was forwarded to his 
Excellency, the late Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, from “ The Gentry and Land- 
owners of the town and neighbourhood of Banagher, in the King’s County, 
complaining of the loss and injury property had sustained in that locality from 
the overflowing of the River Shannon, during the winter floods of the preceding 
season, and further calling the attention of His Excellency to certain mis- 
constructions of the works on the River Shannon, but more particularly to the 
obstructions erected at “The Meelick Weir,” as will more fully and clearly 
appear in the copy of the memorial above alluded to, and herewith enclosed. 

That the representations in the memorial now adverted to have not received 
from the Irish authorities that consideration which was hoped for and expected, 
and that such disappointment has produced amongst the memorialists a very 
general feeling that the matter complained of is one of such importance and 
moment, that an appeal to your Lordships may have the desired effect, and 
with this view your attention to the grievances therein at length specified is 
very respectfully directed ; that the near approach of winter prompts the memo- 
rialists in urging the authorities to take some immediate steps to abate, remedy, 
or guard against a recurrence of such sudden inundations, thrown up from the 
river on the lands verging the Shannon, and which is so clearly attributable to 
the obstructions at the Meelick Weir. 

Signed on behalf of the Meeting. 

G. 0. Moore, d. l. 
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To His Excellency the Earl of J^glinton, Lord Lieutenant General and 
Governor General of Ireland. 



The Memorial of the Undersigned Gentry and Landowners of the Town 
and Neighbourhood of Banagher, in the King’s County. 



May it please your Excellency, 

The undersigned feel themselves most imperatively called upon to represent 
to your Lordship the great loss and injury property has sustained in this 
locality from the overflowing of the waters of the River Shannon, which has 
swollen within the last month to a height not remembered for several years. 
That two of the public roads leading to the town of Banagher, from populous 
rural districts, were rendered totally impassable for travellers on foot. That 
many houses and whole farms, not only in the vicinity of the Shannon, but also 
at a considerable distance from it, had to he abandoned by the occupants of 
them, owing to the inundations thrown up from the river. That the gardens 
attached to several houses in the town of Banagher have been wholly covered 
with water, likewise attributable to the overflowing of the Shannon ; and that the 
entire face of the country lying contiguous to the river, between Meelick Weir 
and Shannon Bridge, is one vast sheet of water. 

In bringing this subject under the notice of your Excellency, it becomes 
necessary to remark that the Act of 2 & 3 Viet. c. 61, was passed for the im- 
provement of the Paver Shannon, and that a Parliamentary grant of money, 
amounting nearly to -the sum of 600,000 l . , was placed at the disposal of the 
Lords of the Treasury for the completion of the numerous works, for which 
maps, plans, and specifications had been obtained. Under the Act, a commis- 
sion was appointed for the execution of the works, and in now referring to the 
report of the Commissioners, we find that they are pleased to represent, “ that 
considerable portion of land lying along the banks of the Shannon were 
reclaimed that previously had been covered with water for nearly nine months 
in the year.” 

The undersi gned do not he sitate Jxi_Jtaking--£.pecial exception -to -tbis-portion 
of the Commissioners’ report, and to respectfully assure your Excellency that 
such a statement is totally unfounded and shamefully incorrect ; and it is with 
regret that many of the undersigned are compelled to assert that the Com- 
missioners must have known how exceedingly inaccurate that statement was, 
from the many facts which had been brought from time to time, during the 
progress of the works, under their notice, of the sudden overflowing of the 
Shannon from even partial rain, and that many portions of land in this neigh- 
bourhood, which formerly were never flooded, had become subject to inunda- 
tion from that river. 

Referring to the 11th and final report of the Commissionors, we find it 
stated, “ that to ensure a sufficiently quick discharge for water in wet seasons, 
and to preserve a sufficient depth for navigation during the dry weather, it 
became necessary to construct these three great weirs, one at Kilialoe, 1,160 feet 
in length, one near to Victoria Lock, above the falls at Meelick, 1,100 feet in 
length, and one at Athlone 720 feet in length, and that those several weirs have 
proved very efficient, and discharge the water so rapidly as to prevent any 
accumulations taking place above them at any time.” 

It is not the intention of the undersigned to travel out of their own locality 
for evidence whereby to enable them to refute the foregoing portion of the 
report. The Meelick weir is situate in this immediate neighbourhood, and now, 
after nearly nine years of personal observation and experience of its complete 
inefficiency, we fearlessly assert that the weir is a singular failure in every 
particular, and that owing to its incompleteness in regulating the discharge of 
water from even partial floods, accumulations occur, which tend to prove or 
convey the impression that some engineering mistake was made either in the 
construction of the weir or Victoria Lock. 

Your Excellency will he pleased to perceive that the two principal objects to 
be attained by the construction of the weirs were quick discharge of water in 
wet seasons, and a sufficient depth for navigation in dry weather, and the Com- 
missioners add in their report that the navigation of the river was so far perfect 
that steam vessels of 200-horse power and ,150 feet in length could pass at all 
times. 
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The undersigned are desirous to dwell with marked emphasis upon the 
construction of the weir at Meelick, and also upon the works of Victoria Lock. 
It appears from the report already brought under the notice of your Excellency, 
“ That, in a length of 85 miles’ navigation, a fall of 15 feet was fortunately concen- 
trated at two points, viz. eight feet at Meelick and seven feet at Athlone, where 
locks have been erected with regulating weirs,” as hereinbefore mentioned. 

We have now brought before your Excellency that part of our statement 
which it becomes necessary to dwell upon, viz., the weir at Meelick. As an 
evidence of the great mistake made in the calculations regulating the eight-feet 
fall in the river at Meelick, it was discovered upon the opening of Victoria Lock, 
say about the year 1844, that the large steamer of 200-horse power had not a 
sufficiency of water to float her through, or even a sufficient depth in the navi- 
gation channel of the river between Meelick and a given point near to Shannon- 
bridge, and that subsequently it became requisite to raise upon the rampant 
wall of the Meelick Weir. The effect of this additional erection has so com- 
pletely perfected the obstruction that it not only contradicts the statement of 
the Commissioners as “ to the quick discharge of water in wet seasons,” but it 
has ensured, in point of fact, the most unquestionable effectiveness in precisely 
the reverse terms to that made use of in the Commissioners’ report. 

So glaring an error as the one now alluded to could scarcely escape from 
public condemnation, and when the error became known much censure was 
expressed for the extreme fatal negligence which had been so ignorantly com- 
mitted in regulating for the works of the weir and lock, where, as the report 
says, “ an eight-feet fall in the river was fortunately concentrated.” It appears 
a careless blunder, indeed, that the fall was not correctly graduated by si nk ing 
to a sufficient depth for the bed or bottom of Victoria Lock to have rendered 
unnecessary any additional works to be raised thereafter on the weir. It has 
been asserted by persons supposed to be competent to form an opinion, that 
the error might now be remedied by the formation of sluice or flood gates at 
Meelick, and with this view, in particular, the undersigned are induced to 
impress this portion of their statement upon the gracious attention of your 
Excellency. 

It appears to the undersigned that the Commissioners had not carefully 
obtained correct information when they framed this report, else such reckless- 
ness in language as that which they have used could scarcely have obtained 
their signatures. We find those gentlemen stating “ that the several weirs have 
proved very efficient, and discharge the water so rapidly as to prevent any 
accumulation taking place above them at any time ; ” and then again in the 
same report, the eleventh and final one, they say, “ Notwithstanding the effec- 
tiveness of the weir at Meelick, and the extensive excavations made in the bed 
of the river, the present channel is found insufficient to discharge the great 
accumulation of water, to prevent partial floods.” This anomalism is so difficult 
to he understood that the undersigned are reluctant to designate it in such terms 
of disapprobation as it temptingly provokes. 

In dwelling further upon the report, we find the Commissioners to state 
,f that it may become necessary to make additional excavations at some of the 
comparatively confined channels of the Shannon, above and below Shannon- 
bridge, and immediately above the weir at Meelick. Fortunately such works, 
though probably indispensable, will not be very expensive.” 

That there exists an indispensable necessity for such excavations above the 
weir at Meelick, can no longer admit of any doubt ; and by a strange contra- 
diction of expression, so curiously characteristic of the report adverted to, the 
Commissioners allow, in express terms, as already quoted, “ that the weir does 
not discharge the water at any time with effectiveness.” It is indubitably true, 
and can be proved beyond the possibility of doubt or refutation, that land, and 
considerable portions too, are now and have been since the year 1843, subject 
to Shannon floods, which were not formerly affected by the overflowing of the 
river. With such facts before them, the undersigned most respectfully call 
upon your Excellency to send to this neighbourhood a scientific person who 
will report in a disinterested form to your Excellency, upon the present as well 
as all other inundations of the Shannon since 1843. 

In soliciting this favour at the hands of your Excellency, the undersigned 
very respectfully take leave to suggest, that a person unconnected with the 
Board of Public Works would be more likely to present a true and faithful 

report 
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report upon the state of the Shannon, as it appears very improbable to the 
undersigned that the Commissioners of Public Works would now write such an 
impartial report as would have a tendency to throw a discredit upon the mis- 
named improvements of the River Shannon, which were conducted and con- 
trolled by a Board of Commissioners, now incorporated with the Board of 
Public Works. , , _ „ 

The undersigned conceive that they have a fair claim upon your Excellency 
for an investigation and report of this nature, and they likewise feel assured that 
your Excellency has a gracious anxiety to be correctly made acquainted with 
such grievances as exist, and that are believed to have a claim upon your 
favourable solicitude, and so fully are the undersigned impressed with your 
exceeding condescension, that they are disposed to rely, with much confidence, 
upon your Excellency for a full and impartial inquiry into the subject now 
submitted for your Excellency’s judgment, and that, so far as your high power 
admits, you will he kindly pleased to render it unnecessary for the undersigned 
to make any appeal to Parliament upon the question of the Shannon improve- 
ments, which have turned out a complete failure, at once rebutting the assertions 
of the Commissioners, “ that large quantities of land had been reclaimed that 
previously had been covered with water, and water was discharged so quickly 
by the effectiveness of the weirs as to guard against, accumulations in wet seasons at 
any time, or that the improvements generally, or in part, were ancillary to arterial 

drainage.” . ■ , . 

In conclusion, the undersigned cannot refrain from stating, that in proportion 
to the magnitude of the undertaking so likewise has been the magnitude of the 
blunders committed bv the Shannon Commissioners, and that it is untrue to 
assert “ that the navigation of the river and the sundry difficult works erected 
thereon have been completed for the sum originally estimated. That sum, no 
doubt has been expended under the Commission, but the so-called improve- 
ments are not alone incomplete, but, in their total failure, have inflicted a very 
grievous injury on the country, inasmuch as several counties in Ireland are now 
under assessment, for the repayment of the advances from the Treasury, and 
that although the law compels the owners of property and cess-payers to submit 
to the contributions levied for the improvement of the Shannon, yet the under- 
signed must disclaim, in the strongest terms, that the country lias reaped any 
advantage or benefit whatever from them, and hence it is deemed that the appeal 
now made to your Excellency is not unreasonable in its demands. 

The undersigned are desirous to guard your Excellency from the impression 
that the evils now complained of have been wholly accelerated by the general 
calamity spread over so many portions of the land by reason of the late rams. 
Although the present rise in the river is, no doubt, attributable to this distress- 
ine fact still it must be borne in mind that the Shannon works were promoted 
and advocated in order that a sufficiently rapid discharge for the water, in times 
of flood, should be afforded, owing to the impossibility to divert or abate it 
previous to the commencement of the operations ; and, nevertheless, that so 
large a sum as 600,000 l has been expended for works undertaken to confer 
such advantages, yet it is a reliable truth, that the works are incomplete, and 
that the benefits stated by the Commissioners to exist are not realised. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to the Secretary oi : the i Lords Commis- 
sioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, m reply to the foregoing. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

gj r 11 February 1854. 

In' reply to the memorial of the gentry and landholders of the neighbourhood 
of Banagher, in the King’s County, addressed to his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant, and a copy of which was referred to this Board by the Lords Com- 
missioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, I am directed by the Commissioners of 
Public Works to state that, having carefully investigated the numerous state- 
ments contained in the memorial, they find that, although considerable floods 
did take place by the overflow of the River Shannon at and above Banagher 
during the years 1852 and 1853, they cannot hold themselves responsible for 
330. A 3 any 
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any injury which may have been sustained by the proprietors of the Banagher 
district in consequence of such overflow, which is not justly attributable to the 
operations of the great regulating weir at Meelick, in consequence of a supposed 
mistake in its original construction, as stated in the memorial. 

Previously to the commencement of the operations for the improvement of 
the navigation of the Shannon, the discharge of the waters of the river were 
interrupted^' by a complete network of stone walls erected for the purpose of 
capturing eels, and placed in succession across the bed of the river at the Falls 
of Meelick, at the Counsellor’s Ford, and above and below the old bridge at 
Banagher. The whole have been removed, and the bed of the river sunk several 
feet at all those places, and the power of discharging the flood waters has been 
thereby more than doubled. 

In order to preserve a sufficient depth of water for the purposes of navigation 
during the summer months, a regulating weir. 1,100 feet in length, was erected 
at Meelick, in the most favourable site, but for the purpose of increasing the 
rapidity of discharge during wet seasons, the stone sill which formed the top of 
the weir was placed one foot below the required level, and provision was made 
for the insertion of a moveable wooden sill one foot in height, which might be 
placed on the top of the stone sill forming the apex of the weir during the dry 
period, to preserve a sufficient height of water for the navigation. The memo- 
rialists erroneously suppose that the introduction of this timber sill was an 
after-thought, and have attributed the unexpected floods which have occasionally 
taken place during the last two years to a mistake in the levels. But such -was 
not the case, as it is absolutely necessary for the purposes of navigation to make 
use of the moveable wooden sill during dry seasons, and to remove it whenever 
the water rises one foot above the top of the stone sill of the weir. 

The memorial contains several other allegations, which it does not appear to 
he necessary to explain in detail, as the Commissioners expect that the follow- 
ing general statement of the circumstances under which the Shannon navigation 
improvements were undertaken will be sufficient to show that the temporary 
floods complained of by the memorialists are not attributable to any mistakes 
or deficiencies in the operations executed under the direction of the Shannon 
Commissioners. 

The Act 5 & 6 Will. 4, c. 67, states in its preamble, that “ Whereas the 
improvement of the navigation of the River Shannon from its source in Lough 
Allen, in the county of Leitrim, to the mouth of the said river, will contribute 
to the general prosperity of the country.” “ And whereby it appears that the 
whole course of the said river, embracing 232 miles of continuous navigation, 
may be improved and thrown open,” &c. &c., and contains the power for making 
the necessary preliminary inquiries, survej's, plans, and estimates, and for 
submitting the same to Parliament, which, being completed, the Act 2 & 3 Viet, 
cap. 61, was passed, authorising these plans being, carried into effect, and sets 
out in its preamble, after a reference to the previous Act, that the works re- 
commended and approved of by Parliament were to be carried into effect at a 
cost of 584,807 l, one half of which was a free grant, and the other, half to be 
repaid, by assessment on the counties benefited, in half-yearly instalments, 
with interest. It will be observed that the Act was one for the improvement of 
the navigation of the River Shannon, and that the repayment of the moiety of 
expenditure by the counties was spread over all the lands, whether flooded or 
not, in proportion to their value, at the time the surveys were made ; and there- 
fore the proprietors of the flooded lands benefited were not liable to any addi- 
tional assessment, in consequence of the relief they have derived from the 

It is true that the expectations held out by the Shannon Commissioners 
regarding the relief of the low-lying lands from flooding have not been fully 
realized, but, notwithstanding, much benefit has been derived from the works 
generally, and particularly in the upper portions of the river. 

Previously to the commencement of the Shannon Works the lands were 
flooded for upwards of six months every year, while at the present they are 
rarely flooded for more than a few weeks, and then only during the period of 

unusual floods. 4 . _ , . . 

To relieve as far as possible the lands which are occasionally flooded, it is 
proposed by the Commissioners of Public Works, during the present season^to 
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■widen the river at Meelick, and at the ford immediately above it, as far as the 
funds at their disposal, which arise from the balance of receipts over the 
expenditure in maintenance, will enable them, and they propose annually to 
increase the excavation at those places until the operations are effectual. 

(signed) E. Hornsby, Secretary. 



Copy of a Treasury Minute, dated the 28th February 1854. 

"Write to the Commissioners of Public Works that my Lords approve of 
their applying any surplus funds arising from the excess of the Shannon tolls 
over the charges of maintenance to the object of widening the river at Meelick 
and at the ford immediately above, as proposed by them. 



Mr. James Drought , j.p. to the Secretary of the Commissioners of Public Works. 

Sir, Banagher, 15 December 1856. 

In the beginning of last October, two wet days caused inundations along the 
borders of the River Shannon, between this town and Meelick, which spoiled 
several hundred pounds’ worth of hay and grass ; being one of the sufferers on 
that occasion, I went to Meelick to see the state of the great river there, and to 
ascertain whether any "works had been executed to afford the relief promised by 
the concluding paragraph of your letter to the Treasury, dated 1 1th February 
1854, when I learned that nothing of the kind has yet been done ; on the con- 
trary, the height of the river, described in third paragraph of said letter, has been 
increased one foot by the addition of a second piece of timber, and that which is 
known by the Royal Gap, in the’centre of the weir, has been stopped up. On 
the day I was there the upper foot of timber was nearly all removed, in conse- 
quence of the great flood, and I learned that attempts had been made to take up 
the remaining timber also, which it was found impossible to accomplish, as 
there was then above two feet deep of water running over it. Seeing the sluices 
in Brannigan’s lock were not raised, I inquired the cause, and was informed there 
was an order against it, though a large stream might pass through them, the 
water being then several feet higher above the lock than below it. The gates in 
the old canal lock have two small sluices in each half gate, say about 18 inches 
square, the whole four were raised at that time, but seeing that the water was 
five feet higher above that gate than below it, it struck me that were an additional 
sluice put in each half gate, and all made. double their present depth, they would 
admit of treble the quantity of water being let off on occasions of sudden inun- 
dation. _ 

After a few wet days the country around here is now covered with water lor 
above a mile in breadth, which is unprecedented in so short a period of rainy 
weather. . 

I have been mulcted in a large sum for visionary improvements expected to 
result from the Shannon works ; and so far from any landed proprietor m this 
county having been benefited by them, it can be shown that we have been 
seriously injured. I request you will do me the favour to inform me, first, 
whether the promised works referred to have been abandoned ; second, whether 
it is intended to keep the additional foot of timber on the weir and the Queen’s 
Gap stopped ; third, whether there is any objection to afford increased/acility 
for water to pass off through Brannigan’s locks in rainy weather. 

(signed) James Drought. 



■ 330 - 
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The Commissioners of Public Works to Mr. Drought , in reply. 
gi r 28 January 1857. 

Referring to your letter of the 15th December last, complaining of the flooding 
of certain lands along the borders of the River Shannon, between Banagher and 
Meelick, in the beginning of last October, and stating that the height of the water 
was increased one foot on Meelick Weir by the addition of a second piece of 
timber, and that what is known by the Royal Gap, in the centre of the weir, had 
been stopped up, &c. 

I am directed to acquaint you that the Board have ascertained that the timber 
sill was removed immediately when the autumn flood was observed, on the 28th, 
29th, 30th September, and 1st and 2d October ; all the timber was off on the 2d 
October, with the exception of two pieces, one on each side of the fish-pass, which 
were removed on the 3d October, and have not been since restored. 

(signed) E. Hornsby , Secretary. 



Several Landholders to the Commissioners of Public Works. 

Gentlemen, Carrick-on-Shannon, 28 April 1857. 

We, the undersigned landholders of the vicinity of Carrick-on-Shannon, beg 
leave most respectfully to call your Honourable Commissioners’ attention to the 
effects of the late continuous rains on the low lands adjoining the River Shannon. 
We do assure you that there has been in this locality a serious loss occasioned 
by the spreading of the waters of the River Shannon, inasmuch as the waters 
have been the cause of many acres of potatoes and oats being destroyed, and 
moreover, we cannot reset until the flood is 18 inches below the level of the 
surface. 

We further beg to direct your immediate attention to cause the flood-gates to 
be opened at Jamestown. As the season is far advanced, and no labour could 
be done in upland in consequence of the unpropitious state of the weather, and 
having to reset the potatoes, we will find it most difficult to get down the crops 
in time to insure success. 



We have, &c. 

Charles Cox, J. P., Agent to 
Charles M. St. George, Esq. 
Edward Costello, Merchant. 
George Munns, M.D. 

A. H. Bourns. 

James Murray 



John Smyth. 
Robert Wills. 

R. W. Bourns. 
Charles W. Grose. 
Peter Headen. 
Owen Hunt. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to Colonel Cox, dated 14 May 1857, 
in reply. 

Wmt reference to the representations of the landholders of the vicinity of 
Carrick-on-Shannon, contained in their communication of the 28th ult., 1 am 
directed to inform you that the Board on receipt of their letter, issued instructions 
for havingthe flood-gates opened at Jamestown, as requested. 

The Board’s officer has orders to keep the sluices raised during floods. 

(signed) E. Hornsby, Secretary. 



Mr. H. B. Moore, to the Secretary of the Commissioners of Public Works. 

Sir, Shannon Grove, Banagher, 27 December 1858. 

I beg leave (through, you) to request the attention of the Commissioners for 
the improvement of the River Shannon to the injury to property which occupiers 
of land and houses adjacent to the great rampart wall at Meelick are now 

suffering 
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suffering under, from the great height at -which the River Shannon is at present 
maintained by that obstruction to its natural outfall ; and I do so, not alone on 
my own behalf, but also as being deputed by many whose property is suffering 
under the same destructive influence. The river is still rising, and has at present 
reached a point sufficient, not alone to make the house drains of this residence 
inoperative, but by forcing back their foul contents, to make the house un- 
healthy, nay almost uninhabitable. The injury to landed property situated 
between Banagher and Victoria Lock, is so obvious as to make comment un- 
necessary, and all this is the more wanton and vexatious when it is considered 
that while hundreds are the sufferers, no solitary case of utility can under any 
pretence be established. 

I have therefore to request, on my own behalf and that of many other sufferers, 
that the Commissioners will give immediate orders for such steps being taken 
as will tend to lower the river to such a level, that, while it will suffice for the 
purpose of navigation, it will not exceed it to the unnecessary extent of previous 
injury to property, such as is at present unfortunately so apparent ; and I would 
further suggest that such orders be framed so as to prevent a recurrence of such 
an injury lor all future time. 

(signed) H. B. Moore. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to Mr. Moore , in reply. 
gj r 29 December 1858. 

In reply to your letter of the 27th inst., calling the Board’s attention to the 
injury to lands and houses adjacent to the rampart wall at Meelick, from the 
height the River Shannon is at present, I am directed to acquaint you that the 
Board have despatched their officer to Meelick for the purpose of taking such 
steps as the circumstances may require, and the navigation admit of. 

(signed) E. Hornsby , Secretary. 



Mr. H. B. Moore to the Secretary of the Commissioners of Public Works. 

Shannon Grove, Banagher, 2 February 1859. 

A few weeks since it became necessary for me to solicit the attention of the 
Board to the lamentable state of inundation in which the country above and 
adjacent to the rampart wall at Meelick was plunged by that obstruction. 

The result of my communication was an order lor the opening of the sluices 
in the Hamilton Lock, from which the sufferers obtained relief, and which, 
though very slow in its operation, promised to be most beneficial, and would 
have been so were it but permanent. 

Such however is not the fact, as the river has now (it is to be supposed from 
closing of the sluices) reached a height most injurious to adjacent property, and 
such as requires the immediate intervention of the authorities. 

In issuing an order for the reduction of the flood, I would beg leave to suggest 
that it be framed so as to prevent the future recurrence of an inundation so 
destructive to the interests of property in this neighbourhood. 

(signed) H. B. Moore. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to Mr. Moore , in reply. 
g- r 10 February 1859. 

With reference to your letter of the 2d instant, on the subject of inundations 
ndiacpnt to the rampart wall at Meelick, and attributing same to the closing ot 
theTsluices, I tun directed to state, that the sluices at Victoria and Hamilton 
Locks have been almost constantly kept open since the 31st December last. 

(signed) E. Hornsby, Secretary. 
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Mr. Brought to Lord Naas, referred to the Commissioners of Public Works, 

10 February 1859. 

My Lord, Banaglier, 8 February 1859. 

I am deputed by landed proprietors of those parts of King’s County and 
county Galway, bounded by the River Shannon, between Shannon Bridge and 
Meelick, to submit for the consideration of the Irish Government, the grievous 
injury to which their properties are subjected by the frequent inundations of the 
Shannon, caused by the works executed at Meelick to improve the navigation of 
that river, under the direction of the Commissioners. 

In June 1 852, a memorial was addressed to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland by a considerable number of landowners, representing the injustice 
done to the memorialists. 

In July 1853, Colonel Dunne moved in the House of Commons, for copies of 
that memorial, and the correspondence relating to it, in consequence of no notice 
having been taken of it. 

In September 1853, the attention of the Lords of the Treasury was directed to 
the representations of the memorialists, and at length, on the 11th February 
1854, the Commissioners of the Board of Works replied to the Lords of the 
Treasury, and in the concluding paragraph of that letter, they proposed “ to 
widen the river at Meelick, and the ford immediately above it, during the present 
season,” meaning of course in the year 1854 ; but they cautiously observed, “ as 
far as the funds at their disposal, which arise from the balance of receipts over the 
expenditure, will enable them,” and which proposition was authorised by the 
Government. 

The local tolls and wharfage for the three months ended 31st December 1856, 
were as follows : — 



Banagher, Quay and Wharf - 
Victoria Lock - 
Hamilton Rock - 
Shannon Harbour 




£. s. cl. 

1 10 10* 
1 10 3 
- 17 6 

24 11 11 




£. * 


28 10 6} 



A sum so inconsiderable as to warrant the conclusion that a mere delusion was 
intended, and which is strengthened by the fact, that the evil has not yet been 
abated. The inundation of so many thousand acres is stated to be caused by an 
engineering mistake in the formation of Victoria Lock, and the great weir erected 
at Meelick. When these works were in progress, the engineer was remonstrated 
with, and warned that the level taken was erroneous, and that it would cause 
extensive floods in wet weather ; he replied, that the Shannon could never again 
overflow its banks. When these works were finished it was found that the 
steamer which conveyed passengers between Athlone and Ivillaloe drew nearly 
eight feet of water, and as it touched the ground in some places, the weir was 
raised for the purpose of making the water deeper, which creates back-water, and 
occasions a vast extent of country to be inundated from about November till 
March ; besides, should heavy rains fall in autumn, the hay crop on the lands in 
question is all lost. 

The King’s County was compelled to contribute a very large sum towards 
the improvement of the River Shannon, though no benefit could result to the 
inhabitants; on the contrary, serious injury has been inflicted, chiefly for the 
purpose of creating a passenger traffic by the river steamers, which has proved 
visionary, there being now a railway on either side in competition. 

The largest steamer, “Lady Burgoyne,’ - which required at the least eight feet 
deep of water, has been withdrawn in consequence of lighter arid faster boats, 
built by the Great Western and Midland Railway Company to ply between 
A tli lone and Killaloe, having monopolized whatever passenger traffic there was 
during the summer months ; these boats, as also the steam-tugs and goods’ boats 
only draw four feet of water, and therefore it is supposed that all of the timber 
addition to the Meelick Weir can now be dispensed with, which, with keeping the 
sluices raised in the gates of the several locks during rainy weather, will have the 
effect of averting serious injury from floods; 5 without having to incur any further 
expense for that purpose in future. 
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The accompanying copy of a letter to the Board of Works on the 15th 
December 1856, and their reply of 28th January 1857, will probably suffice to 
exhibit the inutility of expecting a satisfactory answer from that Board to a plain 
question, while the making a suggestion or remonstrance has proved equally 
unavailing. 

In the event, therefore, of the Irish Government being unable to afford redress, 
the injured parties are resolved to appeal to Parliament, Session after Session, 
until it shall be obtained. 

The memorial of June 1852, enters so fully into the case, that I am directed 
to request your Lordship will read it, to enable you to form a just opinion of the 
heavy losses to which the complainants are subjected, and in the hope that your 
Lordship will then recommend the adoption of such remedy as shall render further 
application to Parliament unnecessary. 

(signed) James Drought. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to Lieut. Col. Larcom, Under Secretary, 
in reference to Mr. Drought's letter of the 8th February 1859. 

Sir, 24 February 1859. 

In returning herewith your reference of a letter from James Drought, Esq., 
High Sheriff of the King’s County, bearing date the 8th instant, complaining of 
injury to property in the vicinity of Meelick, owing to inundations of the River 
Shannon, alleged to be caused by the works at Meelick, &c., I have the honour 
to state, for the information of His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, that the 
lands contiguous to the River Shannon were not specially taxed for any 
advantages they have unquestionably derived from being freed from floods. The 
navigation was the primary, the drainage the secondary, object contemplated by 
the Shannon Improvement Act ; and although the freedom from flood has not 
been realized to the extent anticipated, it must be borne in mind that the River 
Shannon has been made the outfall of various rivers brought unde^the operation 
of the Arterial Drainage Acts ; and that the Inny, Brosna and Camlin rivers 
now discharge double the quantity of water into the Shannon they previously 
did. It is perhaps not necessary here to remark on the futility of expecting 
perfect drainage combined with navigation, the first principles of each system 
being in direct opposition ; but it is right to remark, that lands formerly sub- 
merged for nine months in the year are now subject to but few weeks’ immersion 
— a circumstance considered of so much benefit to the lands, that claims for 
compensation were put forward by the occupiers of callow lands, when the 
valuation of property presumed to be affected by the Shannon works was being 
carried on, great importance being attached at that time to the fructifying effect 
of the flood waters which are now regarded with so much apprehension. 

Mr. Drought contrasts unfavourably the receipts from tolls at the Meelick and 
Banagher stations, crippled as they are by railway and other competition, with 
the amount likety to be from this source at the Board’s disposal for affording 
relief by additional expenditure on remedial measures ; hut whilst the whole of 
the revenue of the Shannon, from all sources of rates, lolls, rents of land, and eel 
fishings, are specially directed by the Act 2 & 3 Viet. c. 61, to be primarily 
devoted to the maintenance and repair of the navigation, the Board can only 
repeat what has often been stated, that these proceeds are thus entirely absorbed : 
and that unless some very considerable special grant were placed at their disposal 
for additional excavation, they are powerless in the matter. 

The Board do not feel, as fairly attributable to their operations, the complaint 
put forward as to loss of hay crops by the autumn floods ; the experience of the 
River Shannon, suggesting that they should be removed previous to the month 
of October from the influence of the rising waters. 

It may be well here to repeat that there has not been any mistake in the height 
at which Meelick Weir has been founded, as alleged by Mr. Drought ; the timber 
sill is placed on the apex of the weir during time of low water, to maintain a 
navigable depth of water, and is invariably removed as occasion requires when 
the water rises. 

330. B2 I he 
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The draught of water attributed to the “ Lady Burgoyne ” steamer by Mr. 
Drought at 8 feet is an error; she draws 5 feet 8 inches with ordinary cargoes* 
her limit of overloading affecting her 4 inches more, making 6 feet. 

The Board do not hold, out any expectation that the callow lands bordering 
the Shannon will not be subject to occasional flooding after continuous falls of 
rain ; and while they regret the injury or inconvenience which may be occasioned 
in consequence, they have given directions that every precaution be taken to 
mitigate or prevent evil consequences, as far as may be found practicable. 

(signed) JE. Hornsby, Secretary. 



Major General Sir T. A. Larcom, r.e., to Mr. James Drought , j. p. 

Sir, Dublin Castle, 26 February 1859- 

Referring to your letter of the 8th instant, relative to the injury of property 
in the vicinity of Meelick, owing to inundations of the River Shannon, I am 
directed by the Lord Lieutenant to transmit copy of a report, which has been 
received from the Commissioners of Public Works, upon the subject of your 
communication. 

I am, at the same time, desired to observe that the circumstances which 
originally led to the works for the improvement of the Shannon have been so 
entirely changed by the subsequent Acts for arterial drainage, and by the creation 
of railways, that it is scarcely fair to attribute blame to the original Shannon 
project on the execution of it ; nor does his Excellency feel that it is in his 
power to afford relief in the circumstances to which you advert. 

(signed) Thos. A. Larcom. 



Mr. H. B. .Moore to the Secretary of the Commissioners of Public Works. 

Shannon Grove, Banagher, 2 January 1860. 

On the last occasion (about a year since) that I addressed you on the subject 
of the destructive inundation to which this neighbourhood is periodically sub- 
jected by the obstructions opposed to the discharge of the River Shannon by the 
rampart at Meelick, I took the opportunity of requesting that the resident officials 
of the Board of Works should receive instructions to make such timely provision 
by opening sluices, and removing obstructions (without awaiting tardy orders 
from Dublin) as would prevent the recurrence of such destructive and unwarrant- 
able flooding of property in this locality as the holders of property had been 
hitherto subjected to. If such orders were ever issued they have been grossly 
neglected — the country from Banagher to Meelick being almost entirely sub- 
merged. I have, now to request that immediate orders may be issued to relieve 
the sufferers from this periodical memento of the Shannon Commissioners. 

(signed) H.B. Moore. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to Mr. Moore, in reply. 

Sir, 16 January 1860. 

I am directed to inform you, in reply to your letter of the 2d instant, that the 
sluices you refer to in connexion with the works at Meelick were constructed 
solely with the object of working the navigation lock, and were never 
intended in any degree to aid the weir in regulating and carrying off the floods. 
While, therefore, the Board will not object to the sluices being opened when they 
can be of real utility in keeping down the waters (which can only be in summer 
floods), they must decline giving any general order on the subject, leaving it to 
the local superintendent to act as the exigencies of the time may require. 

(signed) JE. Hornsby , Secretary. 
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Mr. Robert W. Bournes to the Secretary of the Commissioners of Public Works. 

Sir, Hatley Manor, Carrick-on-Shannon, 7 June I860. 

I beg respectfully to call your immediate attention to the present state of the 
River Shannon, which is now higher than it has been (at this season of the year) 
since the drainage. I have nearly 40 acres of pasturage useless, besides a large 
quantity of bottom meadow now covered, and a great deal of my crops in danger 
of being lost. 

And there are some of my neighbours even worse off, who have requested me 
to write. 

Trusting you will have the sluice at the canal near Drumsna opened. 

(signed) Robert W. Bournes. 



Mr. Henry Sheane to the Secretary of the Commissioners of Public Works. 

Sir, Banagher, 9 June 1860. 

I beg leave to call your immediate attention to the overflowing of the River 
Shannon, by which all callows and low lands lying at either side of the river, from 
above Shannon Harbour to Victoria Lock, are now under water. The cattle on 
the grazing portion have had to be removed, and it is difficult to estimate the 
amount of loss which is likely to ensue from the considerable quantity of meadows 
which will become wholly unfit for use as a hay crop. The most experienced 
persons in this locality know it to be a fact, that floods at this season totally de- 
stroy the nutritious matter in meadow grass, that it produces sourness and bitter- 
ness in the soil, thereby rendering it poisonously destructive for fodder. 

In making this representation to your Board, it is only right that I should 
inform you that immediate steps will be taken to bring the many grievous losses 
now to be borne under the notice of Parliament in the present Session, of course 
with the view of seeking compensation from the department at fault. There 
can be no doubt about it, no matter how adroitly the negation may be framed, 
that your “ regulating weir at Meelick/ in which you made provision for the 
“ insertion of a moveable wooden sill,” is the sole cause of the present overflowing 
-of the river. This is not a “ dry season and then, may it be respectfully 
inquired, why not totally take away the “ moveable wooden sill,” as the water has 
risen more than one foot— your own maximum height — above the top of the 
stone sill of the weir. 

It mav be useless to discuss the question at the present moment, nevertheless 
your Board may better know it, that many eminent engineers have condemned 
the construction of the “Meelick Regulating Weir,” and the “moveable sill; ” 
that it forms an effectual obstruction, and in no manner facilitates an overflow 
of the river ; that its obstructiveness will continue permanent so long as you 
delay the erection of “ flood-gates ” in the weir wall. 

Without reverting to the original errors brought under the notice of the Trea- 
sury in a certain memorial from this neighbourhood in the year 1 853, relative to 
the drainao-e of the River Shannon, it is now advised, that flood-gates in the weir 
at Meelick would considerably tend to remedy such grievances as are now brought 

under your observation. . . 

Requesting your immediate attention to this subject, and waiting the favour 

of 70 U 1 - reply. (signed) Henry Sheane. 



Mr. Thomas Hynes to the Secretary of the Commissioners of Public Works. 

g- r Fahy Eyrecourt, 14 June 1860. 

An immense amount of property is in danger of being lost by a rise of water 
in the Shannon between Meelick and Shannon Bridge unless immediate relief is 
given by raising the sluices of the gates at Victoria. The lock-keeper has been 
already applied to, but he states that he cannot act without your orders, which I 

..trust you will send by return of post. . rT 

, J (signed) Thomas Hynes. 



.33P- B 3 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




u 



PAPERS RELATING TO THE 



Several Land-owners, &o. to the Commissioners of Public Works. 

Carrick-on-Shannon, 14 June i860. 

We the undersigned, being owners and occupiers of land bordering on the 
banks ’of the Upper Shannon, from the old mills of Jamestown to Drum- 
skambo and upwards, beg leave respectfully to represent that, in consequence 
of the obstruction to the waterway at the said mills of Jamestown, we and many 
others are sufferers to the extent of many thousand pounds, all the crops on 
the low lands, for several miles on either side of the River Shannon being flooded 
by the immense overflow caused by the said obstruction ; that a properly con- 
stracted floodgate at Jamestown would remedy this great evil, and they respect- 
fully submit that it would be a public benefit if the Honourable Commissioners 
should cause such floodgate to be made ; in the meantime, as a remedy for the 
present evil, so far as it is now remediable, they suggest that a breach be at 
once made in the said obstruction, in order to carry off the flood now over- 
spreading our lands, rotting the crops, and carrying away in solution the manure 
which ought to enrich the soil, the detriment caused by which it will take years 
to replace ; and they further beg to state that such removal will m nowise 
damage or be detrimental to the navigation of the Shannon. 



C. R. Peyton, Secretary, 
Grand Jury, County 
Leitrim. 

Charles Cox , J.P., County 
Leitrim. 

William Peyton, J. r. 
Andrew S. Kirkwood. 
Abraham C. Swayne, 
L.R.C.S.E., &c. 

J. J. Cumming, L. R. c. s. I. 

L.K.Q. C.r.I. 

George Munns, M. D. 

Hugh M : Dermott, Clerk 
Peace. 

A. H. Bourns. 

Hugh Church. 

George. Church. 

Marmaduhe Church. 

John George. 

Charles Morham. 

George Richardson. 

Frank Murry. 

Hyacin Dickson. 

Joseph Backhouse. 

James Murray. 

Patrick Barrett. 

A. J. Tunney. 

James Murray. 

Barny Glancy. 

Patt. Murray. 

John Brady. 

Patt. M‘ Weiny. 

Patrick Clyne. 

Hugh Cox. 

Michael Glancy. 

Thomas Cartse. 

Charles Roarhe. 

Patt. Glancy. 

James Hill. 

Michael Flynn. 

James M‘ Cann. 



Edward Costelloe. 

John Byrne. 

Edward M‘Dermott . 

Edward Costello. 

Bernard Kennedy. 

Thomas Moran. 

James Costello. 

Luke Foley. 

John Kennedy. 

Henry Harrison. 

Arthur M ( Dermott. 

Bernard Horan. 

William Cox. 

John Moreton. 

Charles P. Moreton. 

Thomas Dunn. 

Thomas Conlan. 

Hugh M‘ Dermott. 

Patrick Glancy. 

Frances Glancy. 

Patt. Murray. 

John Shannon. 

Patt. MDermott. 

John M‘ Dermott. 

Charles Grove, Rosebank. 
James Reilly, Attyrory 
King. 

John Gallagher , Draper. 
Pliill. Conlon. 

Terence MDcrmot 
Peter Conlon. 

James MDermott. 

John Burk. 

John Smith. 

John M‘ Greevy. 

Patrick M Govern. 
Edward Taylor. 

James Taylor. 

Mason Herbert. 

John Begg. 



Thomas Regan. 

Armet Erwin. 

Frank Tumends. 

Benjn. Syle Harrison. 

A. Harrison, Higli Con- 
stable, Leitrim Barony. 
William Lacy. 

Darby Cox. 

Cormick Morass. 

Pat. Beirne. 

Pat. Dunne. 

James McLaughlin. 

Thomas Dunne. 

Francis M‘ Ciscance. 

John Hunt. 

Thady Hunt 
Michael Gaffeney. 

Thomas Gaffeney. 

John Gaffeney. 

Francis Quinn. 

James Moraglian. 

Owen Moraglian. 

Edward Lenaghan. 
Thomas Lloyde. 

James Murphy. 

James Travers. 

William Lowe. 

Michael Dowd. 

John Moraglian. 

Patrick Killegher. 

John H. T. Bournes. 
Luke M‘ Dermott. 

Barry Murry. 

Edward M‘ Dermott. 

Pat. Moraglian. 

Ned Crofton. 

John M Dermott. 

James Beirne. 

Owen Hunt. 

P. Carmody. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to C. W. Grose, Esq., in reply. 

18 June 1860. 

Jamestown to Drumsliambo, and upwards, I am to state m rep y, 
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Board have given instructions to their superintendent to do what he can, without 
transferring the evil to the reach below, towards aiding in the relief of the lands 
complained of; but the Board cannot permit any breach being made in the weir ; 
neither can they take any steps in the introduction of flood-gates, which to be of 
any use in any one reach without injury to the reaches below, must extend all 
down the river to Limerick. The Board anticipate, however, that with the 
extended line of overfall for the floods, that they must subside as soon as the rains 
cease. 

(signed) E. Hornsby, Secretary. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to Mr. Hynes. 

Sir, 18 June I860. 

In reply to your letter of the 14th instant, I am to inform you that the Board 
gave instructions some time back for all that was practicable in relieving the 
lands to be done, and from a report of their superintendent received on the 16th, 
they find their instructions have been carried out. 

(signed) E. Hornsby, Secretary. 



Mr. R. TV. Finney to the Secretary of the Commissioners of Public Works. 

Sir, Banagher, 18 June 1860. 

I beg leave to inform you that from the progress of water in the River Shannon 
being so much impeded in its course by the baulks and other contrivances, 
placed with a view to this effect by your servants at Meelick, that those holding 
land for some miles up the river are at very serious loss, and are hopeful that if 
it is necessary for navigation to retard the -water that you will requite them for 
the loss, and one of which number I beg to subscribe myself. 

(signed) R. W. Finney. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to Mr. Finney, in reply. 

Sir, June 22, 1860. 

In reply to your letter of the 18th instant, I am directed to state that for the 
losses or injury referred to, which you must be well aware are due to floods of 
an almost unprecedented character, the Board can, in no degree, hold them- 
selves responsible. 

(signed) E. Hornsby, Secretary. 



Mr. James Drought , j. p., to the Chief Secretary, the Castle, Dublin. 

Sir, Banagher, 19 June 1860. 

Adverting to the concluding paragraph of your letter of 26th February 1859, 
I beg to state that it was not the intention of the parties injured by the proceed- 
ings of the Commissioners of Public Works referred to therein, to again appeal 
to the Irish Government on the subject ; we are, however, now advised that the 
Commissioners are acting illegally, and on that ground I am requested to seek 
the interference of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant. 

When the weir at Meelick was constructed, the usual gap, 21 feet wide, was 
formed in the centre to facilitate the discharge of surplus water in wet seasons, 
and to afford an unobstructed passage for fish. The Commissioners of Public 
Works have stopped up that gap, nearly to the level of the masonry work of the 
weir, causing a vast extent of country to be inundated which previously was 
never flooded, whereby considerable loss has resulted to the proprietors. 
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I am therefore induced to inquire on the part of the sufferers, whether it is 
now in the power of His Excellency, so far to afford relief under the circum- 
stances, by preventing the Commissioners from persisting in such violation of 
the law. 

Referring to the letter of 24th February 1859, from the Office of Public 
Works, copy of which was enclosed in your letter to me of 20th February 1859, 
I am directed to observe, that when the proper time shall arrive, every assertion 
contained therein will he refuted by incontrovertible evidence. 

One of the Members for County Galway, and another of King’s County, came 
here to see the state of the country during the six months’ floods of last winter, 
in order to represent the grievance fairly, when moving for copies of all 
memorials and correspondence addressed to the Irish Government, the Lords of 
the Treasury and the Board of Public Worts during the last ten years,_in refer- 
ence to the disastrous inundations to which this locality has been subjected by 
the Shannon improvements, with a view to obtain a Select Committee to inquire 
into the unparalleled injustice the landholders have suffered, and which they are 
resolved to seek, Session after Session, until redress shall be obtained. 

The loss by the present inundation is so enormous, that the sufferers will 
take the opinion of counsel whether they have not cause for action against the 
Commissioners of Public Works, who had it in their power to prevent much of 
the heavy losses sustained during the six months’ flood of last winter, and the 
still greater loss of the extensive meadows contiguous to the Shannon, which 
are now flooded, and irretrievably spoiled for this year’s crop. 

(signed) James Drought, j. p. 



Mr. H. B. Moore to the Secretary of the Commissioners of Public Works. 

Sj r Banagher, 19 June 1860. 

The disastrous state of this country above and adjacent to the rampart wall 
at Meelick, and the frightful and wholesale destruction of property caused by the 
monstrous and illegal obstruction to the discharge of the River Shannon, is, I 
presume, well known to your Board, and is patent to all. Now, at Midsummer, 
hundreds of acres of meadow and prime pasture land are immersed by the wanton 
neglect of a Board who keep this river at such a level here, that for any purpose 
(navigation included) must be injurious. 

In reply to a letter I addressed to your resident officer, Mr. W. A. Molloy, he 
writes to me on the 13th of this month, thus— “ On the 4th ultimo, eight days 
prior to the date of your letter, I had the sluices of the lock-gates opened so as 
to afford as much relief as was in my power to the lands alluded to. I shall 
keep the sluices open on both canals until the floods decrease. Well then, for 
a period of fourteen days, all the resources at present available have been at 
work, and still the flood is rising here. « , 

I would ask, is such a state to be permitted for another season? Is the Board 
of Public Works incompetent or unwilling to relieve the sufferers, or are they to 
be driven to redress themselves by causing an opening m some of the several 
obstructions upraised by the Commissioners. Having in view the avoidance of 
such an event, I now request to be informed whether the Board of Works will 
on the subsidence of the present inundation, take such steps (by placing efficient 
sluices on the obstruction or otherwise), m order to prevent the recurrence of 
such a calamity as they at present inflict; and as I addressed you on the M 
of January last on the same subject, without the favour of a reply until the 16th 
of same month, I have also to request that somewhat more despatch may be- 

the future course of the sufferers, who 
1 lie suDstaiice U y i J aat i s factorv will be convened to assemble on an 

should be taken to obtain speedy 
early day a Banagher, “ J n be propose d for their adoption, 

embracing petitions to both Houses of Parliament, and such other steps as may 
he deemed advisable for their future protection. Moore . 
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The Commissioners of Public Works to Mr. Moore, in reply. 

, . 22 June 1860. 

In reply to your letter of the 19th instant, I am directed to inform you that 
it is not in the power of the Board to do anything further than they have already 
done to afford relief to the flooded lands. 

(signed) E. Hornsby, Secretary. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to the Under Secretary for Ireland, 
returning the above. 

, Sir = . , 27 June 1860. 

I am directed by the Commissioners of Public Works to return herewith your 
reference of a letter from Mr. James Drought, of Banagher, dated 19th instant, 
complaining of the inundation of the country caused by the stopping of the gap 
in the weir at Meelick, and to state that the Board are making inquiries into the . 
extent, effect, and, as far as possible, the cause of the recent spreading of the 
floods over the lands referred to. I am to add that in regard to the charge of 
“ acting illegally,” the Board are not aware of having left undone anything that 
they could legally or justifiably have done to relieve the lands by reducing the 
floods. 

(signed) E. Hornsby , Secretary. 



Mr. Thomas Finney to the Secretary of the Commissioners of Public Works. 

Sir, Banagher, 22 June 1860. 

I beg to call your attention to the swollen state of the River Shannon ; the loss 
that will be sustained by those who pay a high rent for land along its banks, 
particularly for some miles up from Meelick, will be ruinous if there is not some 
means used to let the water off to the sea. I beg to submit, that if the barriers 
were partly removed for a time it would do a vast deal of good. 

(signed) Thomas Finney. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to Mr. Finney in reply. 

Sir, 25 June 1860. 

In reply to your letter of the 22d instant, calling attention to the floods on the 
Shannon, I am to state, that there is nothing that the Commissioners can do 
which has not already been done to let the water off. 

(signed) JS. Hornsby, Secretary. 



Major General Sir T. A. Larcom, r. e., to Mr. James Drought, j.p. 

Sir, Dublin Castle, 29 June 1860. 

I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 19th instant, relating to the stopping of a gap in the weir at Meelick, 
and I am to acquaint you, in reply, that the Commissioners of Public Works, to 
whom it was referred, state that they are making inquiries into the extent, effect, 
and, as far as possible, the cause of the recent spreading of the floods over the 
lands in question. 

330. C With 
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With regard to the charge of their “ acting illegally,” they observe, that the 
Board are not aware of having left undone anything that they coaid legally 
or justifiably have done to relieve the lands, by reducing the floods. 

(signed)- Thos. A. Larcom. 



Mr. James Drought , j. p., to the Chief Secretary, The Castle, Dublin. 

Sir, Banagher, 3 July 1860. 

With reference to your letter of the 29th ultimo, I am directed by the parties 
interested to observe that the Jesuitical, evasive statement of the Commissioners 
of Public Works cannot be regarded a satisfactory answer to my letter of the 
19th ultimo. 

I am now to request that you will favour me with the opinion of the Law 
Adviser whether the filling up by the Commissioners of the Royal Gap in the 
centre of Meelick Weir is illegal, and if it be, that he may be instructed to direct 
the most summary course for the parties aggrieved to adopt, in order to enforce 
the removal of the unlawful obstruction, they having been advised to summon 
the offenders through their officers at Meelick before the magistrates of petty 
sessions, under the provisions of the Act relating to the Shannon Works. 

(signed) James Drought . 



Colonel Larcom to Mr. James Drought, j. p. 

Sir, Dublin Castle, 5 July 1860. 

I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to acknowledge the receipt of your 
further letter of the 3d instant, relative to the weir at Meelick, and I am to 
acquaint you in reply that the legal question referred to is one in which the 
parties who consider themselves injured must be guided by their own legal 
advisers, but on which the Law Adviser of the Government cannot be called on 
for an opinion. 

(signed) Thos. A. Larcom. 



Mr. James Drought to the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

Mv Lords, Banagher, 12 January 1861. 

In consequence of being deputed when high sheriff of King s County to repre- 
sent to the Irish Government the serious losses sustained by landholders from 
inundations of the River Shannon, caused by the Commissioners of Public Works, 
I am now requested to forward to you the accompanying memorial for the 
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, and to state that the subject 
will be brought under the notice of Parliament in the next Session. 

(signed) James Drought. 



The Riveh Shannon Improvements. 

Acts 5 & 6 Will. 4, c. 67, and 2 & 3 Viet., c. 61. 

To the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

from frequent and injurious flooding. gdly. That 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




SHANNON IMPROVEMENT WORKS (IRELAND). ig 

2dly. That the floods rise higher both in summer and in winter in the division 
of the Shannon between Meelick and Athlone now than they did before those 
works were constructed. Abundant proofs of this fact are ready to be produced. 

3dly. That this great evil has been caused by three great faults committed 
by the Shannon Commissioners in the construction of the works near the Victoria 
Lock at Meelick. 

4thly. First, the Commissioners built the great dam at Meelick without any 
sluice or falling leaves to let off the flood waters. Thomas Rhodes, Esq., civil 
engineer, one of the Commissioners, proposed to construct that dam 100 feet 
long to retain sufficient water in the sailing course in summer for steam naviga- 
tion. He stated in his report, dated February 1833, page 16, “that such a dam 
without sluices would be sufficient for discharging the greatest floods with a head 
of one foot six inches only.” Colonel Burgoyne stated in his letter to Sir John 
Cam Eobhouse, dated 30 April 1833, in reference to Mr. Rhodes’ report, “ Some 
doubts may perhaps be entertained as to the adequacy of the proposed dams to 
enable the surplus flood waters to pass off with the rapidity on which he calcu- 
lates, and whether it would not be desirable and even necessary to add extensive 
sluices which would not only enlarge in a great degree the passage for these 
waters but be always available to regulate in some measure the discharge.” 

5thly. By a Treasury Minute, dated 24t.h November 1835, the following were 
appointed Commissioners under the Act 5 & 6 Will. 4 , c. 67:— Col. J. J. 
Burgoyne, chairman ; Captain Jones, Royal Engineers ; Richard Griffith, Esq. ; 
W. Oubitt, Esq. ; and Thomas Rhodes, Esq., Civil Engineers. The Government 
and the country might naturally expect that those Commissioners, or some of 
them, would carefully investigate the subject of the adequacy of the dams to 
enable the flood waters to pass off without flooding the lands. But it appears 
that notwithstanding the chairman’s doubts on the subject he had brought so 
prominently under the notice of the Government neither he nor any of the other 
Commissioners investigated it. It was easy to see that a dam of 1,100 feet long, 
even if built in the best form, could pass but about 430,000 cubic feet of water 
per minute with a head of one foot six inches only. The Catchment Basin of 
the Shannon at Meelick contains 2,657 square miles, and in heavy falls of rain 
may send into this division of the river more than a million cubic feet of water 
per minute. All this was well known in 1837, yet the two Royal and three civil 
engineers proposed in their Second Report, page 32, to build the dams, as figured 
in drawing No. 40, without any sluice. Moreover, they proposed to build that 
dam with a level top several feet broad, with a very extended tabus up-stream, so 
that the flood water is obstructed in approaching the fall. Such a weir 
of the given length of 1,100 feet is by theory capable of passing but about 
340,000 cubic feet of water per minute with a head of one foot six inches, aud 
the quantity of water to be passed in ordinary floods exceeds 680,000 feet, and 
in high floods is about 1,000,000. Yet such a dam did the five Commissioners 
cause to be built, and it is now to be seen, a permanent artificial bar to the 
passage of the flood waters, which cannot escape without rising to a height of 
three feet over its summit, which causes the flooding of an immense tract of land 
between Meelick and Athlone for several months every year. 

6thly. Second ; the Commissioners left undone an essential part of the work 
recommended by themselves in their Second Report, page 32, and ordered to be 
executed, viz., “ the widening of the river by cutting away the projecting banks 
in those parts coloured red ” on drawing No. 42. 

7tlily. The great evil of this neglect will be evident from the fact that all the 
obstructions in the River Shannon, from Meelick to its source, as well as in the 
Boyle Water, the Brusna, Inny, Hind River, &c., have been removed by the Com- 
missioners, and the flood waters of the whole catchment basin, of 2,657 square 
miles, now pass down far more rapidly and copiously into this division of the 
river than they formerly did. The Commissioners were therefore bound to 
enlarge the outlet at Meelick, to prevent the lands from being more injured than 
formerly ; but they have actually diminished that outlet. It is true they cut off 
about 20 feet of one projecting point, and deepened one branch of the outlet, 
but this is neutralised by the great dam placed before this deepened portion. 

330. c 2 8thly. Third; 
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8thly. Third ; before the Shannon works were commenced, the flood waters of 
this division of the river passed off by two great outlets, each about 250 feet 
broad at the narrowest part. The eastern outlet carried about one-third of the 
flood waters, and this outlet the Commissioners have stopped up altogether. 
The original outlet is thus narrowed from 500 feet broad to about 270 feet. 

9thly. Had the great dam been constructed with its upper part as a moveable 
sluice for the whole length of 1,100 feet, and had the western outlet been 
deepened to the full breadth of 330 feet, as figured in section 29, plan 45, in the 
Second Report, and authorized and directed by the 2 & 3 Vic. c. 61, the stoppage 
of the eastern outlet would be in a great degree compensated for ; but the dam 
has been built without any sluice, and built of the worst possible shape, and the 
projecting banks have not been cut away. The outlet for the flood waters of a 
catchment basin of 2,657 square miles, is but 270 feet broad at the surface of 
the water, and about 240 instead of 330 feet broad at bottom. 



lOthly. The consequence of these faults committed by the Commissioners, is 
the well known fact that the floods rise actually higher both in summer and 
winter since, than they did before those works were constructed. Immense 
tracts of land on both sides of the Shannon, from Meelick to Athlone, a distance 
of 27 miles, and on the tributary rivers, the Suck, the Brosna, &c., are to be 
seen one vast sheet of water for several months every year. Even in the month 
of June last, a great extent of some of the best grass land in Ireland was under 
water for several days, to the grievous loss of the proprietors. 

llthly. Your memorialists humbly submit, that besides the immense damage 
annually caused to private property, there is also a serious public evil resulting 
from these works ; they exhibit striking evidence of the ignorance and negli- 
gence with which Government works are designed and executed in this country ; 
they impress the public with the idea that everything done by Government 
officers is badly done : they are an outrage on common sense, and a disgrace to 
the engineering knowledge of the age. 

12thly. Your memorialists therefore humbly pray your lordships to get those 
works altered as soon as possible ; they can be altered so as to relieve the land 
from flooding, without injuring the navigation, at a very small cost. 

13thly. The obstructing dam is not “ bnilt of good squared ashlar,” nor is “ the 
top paved with the same material,” as specified in page 31 of the Second Report, 
and figured on plan 40, and ordered by the Act. It is bnilt of loose gravel on 
the upper side, through which the water has made many passes, and the top is 
composed of beams and planks of timber about 15 inches deep. The top is 
nearly dry in dry summer weather, when nearly all the flowing water passes off 
through holes in the dam and in the canal banks. At such times the planks and 
beams may be easily removed and replaced by a self-acting sluice the whole 
length of the dam, viz., 1,100 feet. 

14thly. If this would not be sufficient to let off the flood waters at the level 
necessary to prevent flooding, another sluice, 300 or 400 feet long, may easily 
be placed in the eastern branch of the original outlet, where it is now stopped 
up altogether by an embankment about eight feet high and 343 feet long. 

15thly. This embankment, which is a grievous obstruction, is not the same as 
that at the head of the canal, and figured on plan 42. That was and is essential 
for the navigation. This is at a point a mile higher up the old river ; it is not 
described or figured in the Second Report; it was not authorized by the Act ; it 
is not necessary for the navigation : it is the sole cause of the flooding of most 
valuable land. 



16thly. It is possible that your Lordships may be unwilling to give full credit 
to the statements in this memorial, as they are directly contrary to statements 
made by the Shannon Commissioners, in their eleventh and final Report, dated 
31 March 1850. The subject is a very important one, on private and public 
grounds. It involves the safety or the destruction of a great amount of private 
property every year ; and it involves the veracity of a report made to Govern- 
ment by the heads of a great public department, But it is complicated, and 
cannot be fully understood except by a vivd voce explanation, with plans and 

sections. , „ . , , r 

17thly. Your 
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17thly. Your memorialists being prepared to prove the truth of every statement 
in this memorial, humbly pray your Lordships to appoint a time and place when 
this subject will be fully investigated before a competent tribunal, and where 
the Shannon Commissioners and a deputation from your memorialists may attend 
and produce the necessary evidence, documentary and oral, to enable your Lord- 
ships to ascertain the precise truth. 

And your memorialists will ever pray, &c. 

Thomas Bernard, d. l., j. p., King’s County. 

Allan Pol/ok, j. p„ County of Galway. 

Hubt. B. Moore , J. p., County of Galway. 

W. B. Armstrong, Garry Castle House. 

Carteret Armstrong. 

J. F. Armstrong. 

James Drought, j. P., Banagher. 

James Enraght, Stream Cottage. 

Thos. Seymour, j. p., County Galway. 

Mattio Lawrence, j. p.. County Galway. 

J. Eyre, j. p., d. l., Eyrecourt Castle. 

John Bead Burden, j. p., King’s County. 

Anna Graves, Cloghan Castle. 

James A. Bell, a. m., Royal School, Banagher. 

Arthur Bell, Surgeon, 76th Regiment. 

John B. Moore, Montfield. 

Thomas Hechett, j. p., Moor Park. 

J. P. Armstrong, j. p., Claremount 
John Eyre French, Clonfert House. 

Jas. G. Buchanan, j. p., King’s County. 

Robert Staveley, Clerk, The Vicarage, Banagher. 

John Fallon, Banagher. 

Henry Kenny, Lismore Castle, County Galway. 

Thomas Cualahan, Ashgrove. 

Brinsley Purefoy , Banagher. 

Thomas Hynes, Fahy, Eyrecourt, Land Agent to James C. Harte, Esq. 
James Lynam, Raheen Lodge, Ballinasloe, Land Agent for Wm. C. 

Birmingham Trotter, Esq. 

John G. King, d. l., j. p.. King’s County. 

Geo. Garvey, j. p., Parsonstown. 

John C. Wcstenra, D. L. 



The Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to the Chairman of the 
Commissioners of Public Works. 

gj r 24 January 1861. 

I am directed by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to 
transmit to you a letter from Mr. James Drought, forwarding a memorial from 
certain proprietors of lands on the Shannon, relative to inundations of that 
river ; and I am to request that you will report with regard to the statements 
contained in the said memorial. 

(signed) Geo. A. Hamilton, 



Shannon Naviqation. 

The Commissioners of Public Works to the Secretary of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, in reply. 

10 May 1861. 

In returning herewith the memorial, with its covering letter from Mr. Drought, 
addressed to the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, by certain 
proprietors and agents of proprietors, complaining of the loss and injury to which 
they are subjected from the flooding of the low lands adjoining the River 
Shannon, in the reach between Meelick and Athlone, arising from the imperfect 
and injudicious manner in which they allege the works have been carried out 
bv the Shannon Improvement Commissioners, under the Acts 5 & 6 Will. 4, 
cap. 67, and 2 & 3 Viet. cap. 61, the Board beg to state, for their Lordships 
information, that they have again carefully inquired into the whole of the cir- 
„, 0i c 3 cumstances 
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cumstances of the case, and more especially into the effect produced by the 
works as completed; the result of which inquiry is fully to confirm their former 
statements, and to enable them to assert in regard to the main point to which 
the several allegations and complaints are directed, namely, that the floods 
are now more frequent, and rise to a higher level, than before the works 
were commenced, that it is altogether unsupported by and contrary to the 
fact. 

It is no doubt the case, that in the report of the Commissioners of Inquiry 
into the means of improving the Shannon navigation, the advantages of relieving 
the low-lying lands from flood were adverted to ; and in the subsequent Acts 
5 & 6 Will. 4, cap. 67, 2 & 3 Viet. cap. 61, before quoted, authorising the execu- 
tion of the works, that object was also contemplated as a secondary point ; but 
by the 8th section of the first of those Acts, it was also required that the lands 
which derive improvement and increased value from such relief, should be 
charged with a portion of the expenditure proportionate to such benefit. In 
carrying out the works, however, it was found that the relief was not so complete 
as had been anticipated ; and whether from that cause or not the Board are unable 
to say, but though in many cases deriving unquestionable benefit, no lands, 
however affected, were specially; charged the proprietors of such being 
required to contribute only in the same proportions as those whose lands were 
altogether beyond the influence of the river, and for the improved navigation 
alone. 

In regard to the weir or dam at Meelick, that work the Board find was 
executed generally, and as regards the main points, viz., its length and level, 
strictly in accordance with the design submitted to and approved by their Lord- 
ships. It is not to this weir however, as stated by the memorialists, that the 
■backing up of the flood waters in the district specially referred to, above and 
below Banagher, is mainly to be ascribed, but to the general insufficient capacity 
of the river channel for more than a mile above the weir. That channel, in con- 
sequence of the hard nature of the material unexpectedly met with in its bed, 
and the very heavy expenditure thereby occasioned, was not widened at some 
points to the full extent originally intended; but being considered sufficient for 
the purpose of navigation, and the funds being exhausted, the final report, 
announcing the completion of the work, was, in 1850, issued by the Commis- 
sioners, it being at the same time observed, however, that it might become 
necessary at some future period to make some additional excavation in enlarge- 
ment of this channel above the weir, and above and below Shannon Bridge, 
in order to confine the floods, which it was admitted still to some, though a 
reduced extent took place. 

Whatever improvement, however, may yet be carried out in the manner in- 
dicated— and from the slow accumulation of funds from the only source available, 
viz., rents and tolls, and in consequence of the other works of more urgent 
necessity, as regards navigation, at other points, the time is yet distant— it 
appears to the Board that it can be only legitimately undertaken on the ground 
of the navigation interests ; for, the recorded heights of the water, duration of 
floods, and other circumstances, clearly show that the lands adverted to by the 
memorialists have been, if not benefited, certainly not injured by the works, and 
that therefore to lay out further money for the special object of their advantage, 
would, in fact, be to employ the public funds for the improvement of private 



property. 

In conclusion, the Board desire to observe in reference to the frequent allusion 
made to them in connexion with this- subject, that whatever may be the merits 
or demerits of the works, they having been designed and carried out by a Com- 
mission specially appointed by Act of Parliament, and only when completed 
transferred to and vested in the Board, without authority for making any altera- 
tion or extension beyond the limited enlargement above referred to, or funds 
available beyond those accruing from tolls, &c., the responsibility does not 
attach to them, their duties being in fact confined to the due maintenance 
of the work and general regulation of the navigation as handed over to 

^ em (signed) JE. Hornsby , Secretary. 
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(Colonel French.) 
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